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Board Members

Greek organizations simply could
not exist without volunteers.
Alumni work in a variety of
capacities to help undergraduates
and to maintain continuity in
managing the chapter house.

All these volunteers face numerous
other demands on their time: jobs,
families, other volunteer work, to
name only a few. Yet these devoted
alumni attend chapter meetings and
board meetings, participate in golf
tournaments and other fund-raisers,
and even consult with COMCOA
employees about the alumni
communications program.

Having worked with dozens of these
men and women in the 40 + years
that COMCOA has served Greeks,
we admire alumni volunteers
extraordinarily. At the same time,
we believe that accepting such
positions involves obligations.

One such obligation is to energize
the chapter’s alumni communica-
tions program by publishing news-
letters at least twice per year.

Think, for example, of out-of-state
alumni who can’t drop by the
chapter house before (or after) each
football game. These members may
visit the Pacific Northwest every
few years, and when they do, they
might swing by the chapter house.
What will they find if they do?
One can’t depend on encountering
undergraduates who might be
willing to offer an impromptu tour
of the house.

These members miss their brothers/
sisters as much as locals do, but
lack the opportunity to visit
frequently. For them, the newsletter
can substitute for a personal visit.

A word to the wise: Include contact
information for board members and
chapter officers in every issue. Be
sure to suggest to readers that they
contact a key brother or sister in
advance if they plan to visit.

The Essence of the
Fraternity Experience

From an alumnus initiated more
than 40 years ago:

“Thank you for the newsletter....

“My recollections of the friends and
times at XYZ Chapter are indeed
warm and heartfelt. The fact that |
was out of state made the chapter a
home and family which was
[otherwise] not readily available to
me. | remember with fondness spring
breaks in Eureka, California, with
[one buddy] and Thanksgivings in
Beaverton, Oregon, with [another].

“May you continue to furnish a
positive fraternity environment for
future brothers.”

Recruitment (Formerly
Known as Rush)
Is Ongoing

These days, chapter members recruit
new members all year long, though of
course a traditional rush takes place
at the beginning of each academic
year. Regardless of when chapter
members attempt to add to the
chapter’s membership, undergraduates
can always benefit from alumni
assistance.

Alumni: If you know anyone who
might make a good brother or sister,
please get in touch with your
chapter’s reruitment chair. That's the
alumni responsibility: notify
undergraduates of potential members
they might not be aware of.
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Undergraduates: when an alumnus or
alumna provides such information to
you, it's your responsibility to follow
up. You aren’t required, of course, to
pledge someone who does not fit in
with your chapter’s members, but if
an alum has mentioned a name, you
must at least meet the person. After
you do, sending a thank-you note to
the alum who suggested the person is
a simple but effective way to
maintain constructive relations with
your alumni.

Undergraduates, make it easy for alunni
to recommend young people they
know. Include a recruitment
recommendation card with your next
newsletter. COMCOA's staff can helpl

Note: Once you have successfully
pledged a fine class, provide
COMCOA with a list of pledges —
including home towns — for your
next newsletter. After your pledges are
initiated as members, COMCOA will
need specific mailing information for
each new member. This information
— requested in order to maintain the
most accurate mailing list possible —
is confidential.

Summer Alumni
Gatherings

Spring has arrived, meaning it's not
too early to plan alumni reunions,
picnics, golf tournaments, and other
events. Let COMCOA help you with
contact information, and we can help
publicize the event.

At the gathering itself, collect
information that can be used to report
on the event afterwards (in your
group’s newsletter). Take photos and
make sure you identify the people
portrayed in them. Provide us with a
list of attendees, as well. Even the
alumni who could not attend and
those from other eras enjoy reading
about fraternal re-connections.
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