Verbum Sapienti*

2011 Fund-Raising Results

As most readers of the Verbum
know, a key component of
COMCOA's services to its clients is
collecting and recording donations
from alumni and others.

In 2011, donors generously
supported their chapters. Below are
listed the top fraternity totals:

AY-OSU ooovooeerervesrersrirsnes $37,845
) N0 X1 U $18,606
IN-OSU weveeererrererrenirnns $16,870
ATQ-OSU oo $11,970
BKW-OSU oo $11,925
SOE-OSU oo $11,839

(Note: AY-OSU attracted some
donations through a special fund
dedicated to house renovations.)

Among sororities, AAA-OSU raised
$18,535, partially in response to a
plea to help repair house damage
after the sprinkler system broke right
before fall rush.

Another notable statistic: KAP-OSU
has heen closed for more than 20
years, yet in support of the alumni
newsletter and recolonization
efforts, 24.73% of Sigma Chapter
alumni contributed. WOW!!!

Thanking Donors

Researchers in the field of
behavioral science have learned that
gratitude is the healthiest emotion.
So why not do yourself a favor? See
that your donors receive personal
thank-yous, letting them know that
you truly appreciate their generosity.

Money totals like those listed above
are impressive, but any potential
contributor can choose among many
worthwhile causes. Cultivate an
awareness of your group’s
worthiness as the recipient of
members’ attention and funds by
thanking each contributor!

~ COMCOA, Inc.
“The Communications Company”

Feedback From Alumni
Newsletter Readers

“Visited the house in May. It looked
great, and the brothers were
outstanding. The most amazing part
of this visit was that the smell of
beer is gone. For as long as it has
been since graduation [40 years], the
House still evokes a sense of pride
and sentiment for all the good times
so many of us have had in it.”

[After a subsequent e-mail exchange,
this writer commented on
COMCOA: “Always happy to
support the newsletter....you do
good work on it.Good luck with
future newsletters and do call if |
can ever be helpful.”]

— from a U of Oregon alumnus

“Thank you for Duck Tales. |
appreciate receiving it!”

— from another U of Oregon
alumnus (different chapter)

“Love the Fta Alphabet. Thanks for
the fine work.”
— from an OSU sorority alumna

“I am impressed with the Ffa
Alphabetand reading about the
wonderful young women who are
making a difference in our world
and on campus. It makes me
appreciate even more the privilege
of being a Chi O for 62 years and
the special friends and blessings |
have known.”

— from an OSU sorority alumna

“Great to get the Omegaphone
again. Impressive action there.”
— from an OSU alumnus

“Thanks for tracking me down!”

— from an OSU alumnus [initiated
early in this century] who had
become “lost” (reflecting another
COMCOA service — tracing
misplaced members)
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* Shortened version of Latin phrase
“verbum sat sapienti est,”’ meaning,
“‘a word to the wise is sufficient.”

“Great issue! Shocked about [the
deaths of] our brothers from 1942-
1949.”

— from a U of Washington alumnus

The two notes that follow were sent
by alumni of an OSU Chapter
whose alumni communications
program has recently relaunched:

“Great to hear of improved growth
and the reinstitution of The
Plumbline.”

“| very much enjoyed the recent
Plumbline, especially the letter
about, ‘Why Am | Joining Acacia?’
It demonstrates that the Chapter is
under good stewardship and will be
so in years to come. Thank you!”

“New hip, so skiing out and
snowshoeing in. Living the Phi
motto, ‘The older we get, the better
we were.” “

— from a mid-60s initiate at a U of
Oregon chapter (but the motto
applies to any COMCOA client)

2012 Homecoming Plans

Undergraduates: It's really not too
earlyto start planning Homecoming
activities for your alumni and
thinking about how you'il publicize
these activities. With decades of
experience in this area, COMCOA
is here to help! Please be sure to
allow adequate lead time for your
cards, flyer, e-mail, or newsletter
announcements.

(Note: lowa State celebrates its
Centennial Homecoming October 27.
The Cyclones take on Baylor in the
football game that day.)
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